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Also called the National Mission for a Green India, is one of the eight missions under India’s
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC).

Launched in 2014
It is a centrally sponsored scheme
Implemented by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).

 Aim
It seeks to protect, restore and enhance India’s forest and tree cover while helping the
country respond to climate change through adaptation and mitigation measures

 Objectives
Increase forest/tree cover on 5 million hectares (mha) of forest and non-forest lands.
Improve quality of forest cover on another 5 mha (total 10 mha treated).
Enhance ecosystem services: biodiversity, hydrological services, soil conservation, and
carbon sequestration.
Raise forest-based livelihood income for about 3 million households living in and around
forests.
Boost annual CO₂ sequestration by 50–60 million tonnes (initial 2020 target; later revised
with larger 2030 goals).

 Ecological Focus
Forest and tree cover expansion on degraded and non-forest lands.
Ecological restoration of degraded forests, grasslands, wetlands, mangroves, shifting
cultivation areas, scrublands, ravines, cold deserts, and abandoned mining areas.
Special attention to ecologically critical regions like the Aravallis and Western Ghats.
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1 Green India Mission (Source: The Hindu)
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It is also called the expanding universe hypothesis.
Edwin Hubble, in 1920, provided evidence that the universe is expanding.
Took place 13.7 billion years ago.
Galaxies move further and further apart. Similarly, the distance between the galaxies is
also found to be increasing, and thereby, the universe is considered to be expanding. 
Scientists believe that though the space between the galaxies is increasing, observations
do not support the expansion of galaxies.
Stages of Development

In the beginning, all matter forming the universe existed in one place in the form of a
“tiny ball” (singular atom) with an unimaginably small volume, infinite temperature,
and infinite density.
At the Big Bang the “tiny ball” exploded violently leading to a huge expansion.
The expansion continues even to the present day. 
As it grew, some energy was converted into matter. 
There was particularly rapid expansion within fractions of a second after the bang. 
Thereafter, the expansion has slowed down. Within the first three minutes of the Big
Bang event, the first atom began to form.
Within 300,000 years from the Big Bang, the temperature dropped to 4,500K (Kelvin)
and gave rise to atomic matter. 
The universe became transparent.
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3 Small Modular Reactors (Source: The Indian Express)
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