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1 Pyrocumulonimbus Clouds (Fire Clouds) (Source: The Indian Express)

They are thunderstorm clouds (cumulonimbus) that develop due to intense heat generated by
large wildfires, volcanic eruptions, or massive explosions
Formation
e A large wildfire or volcanic eruption generates intense heat.
Hot air rises rapidly, carrying smoke, ash, and water vapour.
Rising air cools and condenses into a pyrocumulus cloud.
Continued uplift forms a cumulonimbus cloud.
The cloud produces lightning, strong winds, rain (sometimes), and even hail.
Impact
¢ Injects smoke and black carbon into the stratosphere.
¢ Influences global climate by altering radiation balance.
e Reduces air quality over vast regions.
e Makes wildfire behaviour highly unpredictable.
e Lightning from the cloud may trigger secondary fires.
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Collegium System (Source: The Hindu)

< COLLEGIUM SYSTEM ;

judges to the higher judiciary, evolved by the Supreme Court.

WHAT IS IT?

The Collegium System is a
judiciary-created mechanism
for appointments and transfers
of judges in the Supreme Court
and High Courts, based on
consultation among senior

judges

Al
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IN INDIA —

A judge-centric system of appointment and transfer of

ORIGIN & EVOLUTION

6-0-0-Q

FIRST JUDGES CASE SECOND JUDGES CASE THIRD JUDGES CASE NJAC VERDICT
{1981) (1993) {1998) (2015)
SC held “primacy” Collegium of CJI + Collegium expanded SC struck down the
of Chief Justice in 2 sanior-most judges to CJI + 4 genior-most %9th Constitutional
consultation with for appointment judges for Supreme Amendment and
tWwo senior-most i Supreme Court Court; CH + 2 senior- MIAC Act; CoBegium
judges, and High Courts. mast for High Courts. System restored,

P, Constitutional Basis: Not explicitly in the Constitution.
'  Evolved through judicial interpratation of Articles 124 & 217

W IT WORKS?

0-0-0-0-0-0

1. Initiation 2. Collegium Decision 3. Recommendation 4. Governmeant Scruting 5. Reconsideration 6. Appointment

Propesal for sppoiniment Ty, Collegium discusses  Recommendation sernt  Government may seek  Collegium may reiterate Gavarmiment is
oF transfer is initiated and decides by majority 10 the Government clarification or return the recommendation bound to scoept

Dasusally by High Court apinion [Ministry of Law & the recommendation tha reitarated
Callegium / Suprems Justics). ance FeCommendation

Caurt Callegium)

';'J- If the Collogium reiterates a recommendation, the Government has no option but to accept it.

SUPREME COURT

Protect judicial independence
Chied Justice of lndia (CH1) from executive interference

+ 4 senior-most judges
of the Supreme Court

Maintain the sutononmy and
HIGH COURTS i

dignity of the judiciary
Chief Justice of the High Court
+ 2 senior-most judges @ Promote institutional accowntabiity

of that Hugh Court,

LACK OF
TRANSPARENCY
Mo sirgcbured
critaria oF public

information
on the process.

Safeguards judicial independence.

Ensure appointmonts basod on l’«npmntmcn:s by' those who

marit, integrity and suitability, understand judicial standarnds
Insulates judiciary from palitical
influence.

Ensures continuity & institutionsl
within the judiclany, MEMOry.

0000

CHALLENGES & CRITICISMS

JupiciaL ACCOUNTABILITY DELAY IN LIMITED DIVERSITY
PRIVILEGE DEFICIT APPOINTMENTS Undenrapresantation
Sean a3 self- Mo effective Vacancies remain of women, SC/ST,
perpetuating mechanism 1o wrdilled fer long OBC and minorities
wnd opadue ensung scoountabdity, [

WAY FORWARD

tirme-bound and medt-based process = Strengthen institutional mechanisms for
accountabiity without compromising indepandance.

+ Considor a balanced model with judicial primacy

& Evolve a trancpadent, tme- - then nititutic chands
s Pulbsligh critaria and reasans Sor seboction, ¥ " :
= Ensiure diversity and representation -

and maaningiul stakeholder inpat

& An independent, competent and diverse judiciary is the cornerstone of our Constitution,

- Let the process inspire as much confidence as the institution itself,
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3 Pax Silica Initiative (Source: The Hindu)

Pax Silica is a US-led strategic initiative to build a secure, prosperous, and innovation-driven
silicon supply chain from critical minerals.

e Objective: To reduce coercive dependencies, protect the materials and capabilities
foundational to artificial intelligence, and ensure aligned nations can develop and deploy
transformative technologies at scale.

e Countries: US, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Netherlands, United Kingdom, Israel, UAE,
Australia, Qatar.
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