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. COLLEGIUM SYSTEM

— IN INDIA —

A judge-centric system of appointment and transfer of
judges to the higher judiciary, evolved by the Supreme Court.

ORIGIN & EVOLUTION
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WHAT IS IT?

The Collegium Systemis a
judiciary-created mechanism
for appointments and transfers.
of judges in the Supreme Court
and High Courts, based on
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HOW IT WORKS?
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and High Courts.

Couwrt; CJl + 2 senior-
most for High Courts.

NJAC Act; Collegium
System restored.

o 0 o
ga A ap
e =

5. Reconsideration

Collegium may reiterate
the recommendation

4, Gowernment Scrutiny

Governament may seek
clarification or meturn

2. Collegium Decision 3. Recommendation

The Colleghum discusses
and decides by magority
Gpinion

Recommendation sert
10 the Government
(Ministry of Law &

Justice)

the recommendation
once

If the Collegium reiterates a recommendation, the Government has no eption but to accept it.

WHO IS IN THE COLLEGIUM? OBJECTIVES MERITS
SUPREME COURT Protect judicial independence

Safeguards judicial independence.

Chief Justice of india (CH) from executive interference.

+ 4 senior-most judges
of the Supreme Court
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Appointments by those who
understand judicial standards.

Ensure appaintmants based on
maerit, integrity and suitability.

Insulates judiciary from political
inflence

Maintain the autonomy and

HIGH COURTS dignity of the judiciary,

Chief Justice of the High Court

+ 2 senior-most judges Ensures continuity & institutional

Promote institutional accowntabdity
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of that High Court, within the judiciary, MEmory.
CHALLENGES & CRITICISMS
LACK OF JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILITY DELAY IN LIMITED DIVERSITY
TRANSPARENCY PRIVILEGE DEFICIT APPOINTMENTS Uinder-regressntation
No siructured Seen as seli- Mo effective Vacancies remain of women, SC/ST,
eritaria or public perpetuating meschanizm to urifilled for long OBEC and minorities.
information and opague. ensure accountability, periods

on the process
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WAY FORWARD

s Evclve a transparent, time-bound and mevit-based process.
& Pylplsh critena and reasons for solaction,
s Engure diversity and represantation

= Strengthen institutional mechanisms for
accountabdity without compromising independence.

» Considor a balanced model with judicial primacy
and m@anmg.‘ul stakehobder input

An independent, competent and diverse judiciary is the cornerstone of our Constitution.
= Let the process inspire as much confidence as the institution itself.
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2 Qualifications Required for the Appointment of Supreme Court Judges
and High Court Judges (Source: The Hindu)

Qualifications Required for the Appointment of Supreme Court Judges
e A person to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court should have the following

qualifications:
o He should be a citizen of India.
o He should have been a judge of a High Court (or high courts in succession) for five

years; or
o He should have been an advocate of a High Court (or High Courts in succession) for

ten years; or
o He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president.
e The Constitution has not prescribed a minimum age for appointment as a judge of the
Supreme Court.
Qualifications Required for the Appointment of High Court Judges
e Under Article 217(2) of the Constitution of India, a person is qualified to be appointed as a
Judge of a High Court if:

o Must be a citizen of India.
o Must have held a judicial office in the territory of India for at least 10 years;

o Must have been an advocate of a High Court, or of two or more High Courts in
succession, for at least 10 years.
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3 Global South (Source: The Indian Express)

The Global South refers to developing, less developed, or underdeveloped countries.

These are primarily located in Africa, Asia, and Latin America

Common Features

Many countries experienced colonialism and continue to face developmental
challenges linked to historical inequalities.

Generally characterized by lower or middle income levels, though the group also
includes major emerging economies.

Contains a large share of the world's population and a significant proportion of its
young population.

Poverty, food and energy security, debt, technology access, climate finance and
infrastructure are major issues.

Many Global South countries seek greater representation in institutions such as the UN
Security Council, IMF and World Bank.

There is no universally accepted list of Global South countries.

India’s Stand

India has sought to position itself as a prominent voice for developing countries,
including through the Voice of Global South Summit.

During its 2023 G20 Presidency, India also supported the African Union's admission as
a permanent G20 member.

India's engagement focuses particularly on South-South cooperation, development
partnerships, digital public infrastructure, climate justice, food and energy security,
capacity building and reform of multilateral institutions.
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