ENLITE IAS

Mararet ENLIGHTENING MINDS, LIGHTENING JOURNEYS

DATE: 18 OCTOBER 2026

Preventive Detention (Source: The Hindu)

Preventive Detention

person without trial to prevent them from acting in a
manner prejudicial to the security of the State, public

Preventive detention is the power of the State to detain a r
. ity obthe : 1
order or maintenance of essential supplies and services.

Constitutional Provisions Legal Framework in India

® Article 22(3): Exceptions to @ National Security Act
protection against arrest and (NSA), 1980 - for national
detention. Preventive detention security and public order.
is excluded from safegnards
under Article 22(1) and 22(2).

® Article 22(4): Maximum
period of detention - 3 months.

@ Article 22(5): Grounds of
detention to be communicated
and right to make a representation.

@ Article 22(6): Withholding of facts
in public interest.

® Conservation of Foreign
Exchange and Prevention of
Smuggling Activities Act
(COFEPQSA), 1974 - to prevent
smuggling and economic offences.

® Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA), 1967 - to prevent
unlawful activities.

@ State-specific laws - e.g. Goondas Act,
Control of Organised Crime Act (in some states).

Grounds for Preventive Detention Safeguards and Procedures

Security of the State Communicate Grounds
Threats to sovereignty, integrity and The grounds of detention must be
security of India. communicated to the detenu as soan as possible.

Public Order ﬁ Right to Representation

Activities that disturb public peace Dt:l_cnu lLas lhtl‘ right to make a representation
and tranquillity. against the order.

P e g - Advisory Board
:nla{;:;t:;;: ::1:: of Essential Supplies }&.‘ Detention beyond 3 months requires approval

: . " f of an Advisory Board consisting of High Court
Huardlng, black marll-:Ll‘lmg, or dlsrluptmn judges (or qualified persons).
of essential commodities and services.

Time Limit
Initial detention up to 3 months; further

detention only with Advisory Board’s opinion.

%

Key Judicial Pronouncements

® A.K. Gopalan v. State of Madras (1950)
Upheld preventive detention under Withholding Facts
Article 21 and 22. :al The State can withhold facts if their disclosure
@ R.C. Cooper v. Union of India (1970) is against public interest (Article 22(6)).
Expanded judicial review.
® ADM Jabalpur v. Shivkant Shukla (1976)
Controversial judgment during Emergency.
® Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978)
Strengthened procedural safeguards
and fairness.

Significance Criticisms and Challenges
Helps the State act pre-emptively against threats @ Can be misused for political purposes.
to national security and public order. @ Potential violation of personal liberty

i i 5 : o : F Artic A
Gl I maling MRS, G ingd crims L] ?):{tlelnliltl;;llc\ﬁllllnllt trial raises concerns
and economic offences. SR mv e i

e nr over fairness and transparency.
T L LILE @ Risk of human rights violations and prolonged

to the interests of the State. detention.
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2 Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) (Source: The Indian Express)

The OCI scheme was introduced through an amendment to the Citizenship Act, 1955 in the
year 2005, that allows foreign citizens of Indian origin to live, work, and travel freely in India
without dual citizenship.

Eligibility: Any foreign national, except a national of Pakistan or Bangladesh

Were citizens of India on or after 26th January, 1950.

Were eligible to become Indian citizens on 26th January, 1950.

Belonging to a territory that became part of India after 15th August, 1947.

Are children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren of such persons

Minor children of such individuals or those with one Indian parent.

A foreign-origin spouse of an Indian citizen or an existing OCI cardholder is eligible if the
marriage has been registered and has subsisted for at least two years preceding the
application.

Ineligible Categories

¢ Individuals who are currently serving or retired from foreign military services are not
entitled to receive OCI status.

Benefits for OCls

e Multiple-entry multi-purpose life-long visa to visit India

e Equality with NRIs in certain financial, economic and educational matters except for
acquisition of agricultural or plantation land and in matters about inter-country adoption of
Indian children.

e Eligible for grant of Indian citizenship under Section 5(1)(g) of the Citizenship Act, 1955 after
completion of 5 years as an OCI cardholder, provided he has resided in India for one year
out of 5 years before making the application.

e Eligible to enroll in the National Pension Scheme (NPS) at par with Non-Resident Indians.

Restrictions related to OCI Cardholders

e OCI does not confer political rights to vote.

e Does not provide dual citizenship.

e Not eligible to hold Indian constitutional posts like President, Vice President, Judges of the
Supreme Court or High Court.

e Not eligible to be a member of the House of the People/Council of States/ Legislative
Assembly/Legislative Council.

e OCI cardholders cannot hold regular government jobs, except where specifically permitted
by the Central Government via special notifications.

e Special permission is mandatory for research, mountaineering, missionary/journalistic work,
and travel to Protected or Restricted Areas.
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3 Indonesia (Source: The Indian Express)

e Location: Indonesia is a country in
Southeast Asia and Oceania between

the Indian and Pacific oceans. S - i
e Capital: Jakarta
e Fact: Indonesia is the world's largest e o
archipelagic state. A C O e Pacifilc Ocean
e Land Borders: Papua New Guinea, East =~ ¢\ “0. ,/
Timor, and the eastern part of Malaysia. %0, " = f:w ; (W >
e Maritime Border: Singapore, Vietnam, \  INDONESIAS -x'f""“i &
Thailand, the Philippines, Australia, PR - SN N SR ey
Palau, and India (Andaman and Nicobar =~ .~ T e g S
Islands). e A | -
e Geographic Significance: Part of the T il . e

Pacific Ring of Fire.

e Strategic Significance: Borders the
Malacca Strait.

¢ International Grouping: ASEAN, NAM,
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC)
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