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Separation of power is a constitutional principle that divides the functions of government
among the Legislature, Executive and Judiciary so that no single organ concentrates all powers

Legislature

(Law-making function)

Makes laws for the country
Represents the people
Discusses and debates national
issues

Controls public finances
(approves budget, taxation)
Holds the executive accountable
through questions, debates and
committees

Constitutional Provisions

Articles 79-122 : Parliament

Articles 107-111 : Legislative process
(bills, assent)

Articles 245-255 : Legislative powers
Tenth Schedule : Anti-defection

and each acts as a check on the others.

Executive
(Law-executing function)

® Formulates and executes policies
and programmes

@& Conducts administration of the
country

® Manages day-to-day governance

® Accountable to the legislature
(collective responsibility of
Council of Ministers)

Constitutional Provisions
@ Articles 52-62 : President
® Articles 74-78 : Council of Ministers
and aid and advice
@ Articles 53, 73 : Executive power
of the Union

® Articles 154, 163 : Executive power
of States

Judiciary

(Law-interpreting function)

Interprets the Constitution and
laws

Settles disputes between individuals,
government and states

Protects fundamental rights

Acts as guardian of the Constitution
Ensures that the other organs act
within constitutional limits
Exercises judicial review

Constitutional Provisions
Articles 124-147 : Supreme Court
Articles 214-231 : High Courts

Article 32 : Right to constitutional
remedies

Article 136 : Special Leave Petition
Article 141 : Law declared by Supreme
Court binding on all courts

Articles 142-144 : Powers of Supreme Court

System of Checks and Balances

Passes laws and
controls finances

(approval of budget)

Can be dissolved
(seeking fresh mandate)
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Legislature

Implements laws and appointments
(judges, CAG, etc.)

Makes laws subject
to judicial review

Can declare laws
unconstitutional
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Judicial review of
executive actions

Importance
Prevents concentration and abuse
of power
Ensures accountability and transparency

Protects individual liberties and
fundamental rights

Maintains constitutional governance
and rule of law

Promotes a balanced and stable polity

Indian Context

@ The Constitution does not follow a
rigid separation of powers, but a
“separation of powers with a system
of checks and balances”.

@ Elements of overlap and interaction
exist among the three organs.

@ Judicial review, legislative control over
the executive and executive participation
in law-making maintain a balance.

@ Ensures democratic governance in a
diverse and complex society.

- www.enliteias.com

_—

b
Judiciary

Challenges / Criticisms

Blurring of boundaries in practice
(e.g., executive influence, judicial
overreach).

Delays and conflicts between organs.
Potential for institutional friction
and policy paralysis.

Growing concerns over undermining
of independence of institutions.
Need to strengthen institutional
ethics and conventions.
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2 Open Coalition on Compliance Carbon Markets (OCCCM) (Source: The Hindu)

The Open Coalition on Compliance Carbon Markets (OCCCM) is a voluntary, country-led
international platform to strengthen and improve cooperation among mandatory/compliance
carbon markets—mainly emissions trading systems (ETS) and carbon taxes.
¢ |t was formally launched on 7 May 2026 in Florence, after a declaration at COP30 in Belém in
November 2025.
Main Work Areas
e Establishing the Secretariat, governance and operational arrangements.
e Exchanging experience on carbon-market design, including emissions coverage, allowance
allocation, auctions, price-containment measures, penalties and oversight.
e Strengthening monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) systems and carbon-accounting
methodologies.
e Developing principles for the use of high-integrity offsets in compliance systems.
e Building partnerships and engagement with observers, international initiatives and
prospective members.
Membership and Participation
e Founding and current members include Brazil (Chair), China and the EU (Co-Chairs), Canada,
France, Germany, New Zealand, Norway, Singapore, Turkiye and the United Kingdom.
e Organisations such as the World Bank’s Partnership for Market Implementation, UNEP,
UNDP, ICVCM and IETA are also listed as observers or partners.
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