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1 Stubble Burning (Source: The Hindu)

Stubble burning, also known as parali burning, is the practice of setting fire to leftover crop
residue in fields after harvest. This is a prevalent practice in North-West India, particularly in
states like Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh.
Reasons for Stubble Burning:

Quick and Inexpensive Method: Farmers find it to be a quick and cheap way to clear their
fields for sowing the next crop.
Lack of Alternatives: Limited access to or awareness of alternative methods for crop residue
management.

Impacts of Stubble Burning:
Air Pollution: Stubble burning is a major contributor to air pollution, particularly PM2.5
particles, leading to respiratory problems and health issues.
Soil Degradation: Burning destroys essential nutrients and microbes in the soil, reducing
fertility and long-term productivity.
Climate Change: Releases greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, contributing to climate
change.

Government Initiatives:
National Policy on Sustainable Agriculture (2015): Promotes crop residue management
practices.
Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM): Provides subsidies for machinery like
Happy Seeder that can sow seeds directly into the stubble.
Financial Incentives: Schemes to encourage farmers to adopt alternative practices like
composting or baling.
National Green Tribunal (NGT) Bans: Imposed bans on stubble burning with penalties for
violations.
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2Tuberculosis (Source: The Hindu)

Cause: Bacterium called
Mycobacterium tuberculosis
Affects: TB most commonly affects the
lungs.
Transmission: TB is spread from person
to person through the air.
Symptoms: Fever, fatigue, weight loss,
persistent cough, blood in cough and
night sweats.
Treatment: TB is a treatable and
curable disease. It is treated with a
standard 6-month course of 4
antimicrobial drugs.
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3 Quantum Computing (Source: The Hindu)
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