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e Liesinthe Amazon River Basin (the world’s largest river by discharge volume)
e The countries with Amazon Rainforests are: 60% of it is in Brazil, 13% is in Peru, 8% in
Bolivia, 7% and 6% respectively in Colombia and Venezuela, and nearly 3% each in Guyana

and Suriname, and around 1% in French Guiana and Ecuador.

e The Amazon rainforest, or Amazonia, covers close to 1.3% of the planet’s surface and 4.1%
of the Earth’s land area, but as a biome, the Amazon is home to 10% of the world’s wildlife

species.
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2 Viability Gap Funding (VGF) Scheme (Source: The Hindu)

Viability Gap Funding

(VGF) Scheme

A government financial support
mechanism that provides a grant ? P
(viability gap) to make commercially 4 ﬂ
unviable, but socially and strategically
important, projects financially viable. l

@ ) Objective

To catalyse investment in grid-scale
Energy Storage Systems (ESS) and
accelerate integration of renewable
energy into the power grid.

{3} ) Key Details of the Scheme

Approval Union Cabinet, Nov 2026
<  Total Outlay

@ Period

| Target Capacity

i

%14,500 crore
2026-27 to 2030-31

92 GWh (new, yet-to-be-commissioned
storage capacity)

Supports creation of new capacity
$ Coverage equivalent to 170% of the present-day
~ grid-scale storage capacity.

Contribute to India’s grid-scale ESS

;‘i’i Long:term Goal | requirement of 411 GWh by 2031-32.
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Focus on grid-scale ESS (e.g., battery

storage and other approved technologies).

Provides capital support through VGF to
reduce project costs.

Enables higher integration of solar, wind and
other renewable sources.

Improves grid reliability, flexibility and
stability.

l/l'l Expected Outcomes

@ Creation of 92 GWh of fresh energy storage
capacity.

Strengthening of India’s renewable energy grid.

@

@ Enhanced power supply reliability and peak
management.

o

Support for India’s clean energy and Net Zero goals.
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BRICS Carbon Markets Partnershlp (Source: The Hindu)

i BR CS .

¥ Carbon Markets Partnershlp / E
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A BRICS-led collaborative @ Develop a cooperative framework
“ﬂ platform to promote P foncarbop m?rk&tts' : .
Cooperation Tn carbon markets [ Enab|€ tradE:* in hlgh—quallty, CI’EdIble
and strengthen carbon carbon credits.
trading among member @ Support members’ climate goals and
- countries. net-zero transitions.

s =

Key Areas of Collaboration J - — \‘
xpa" ed

Harmonising standards and
methodologies for carbon markets. @ . ) 0 ! @ c
< Ensuring credibility, transparency | Braail = hiniarllindlaieling Somh Eg’m i A et
:0 and integrity of carbon credits. %
,—\ Facilitating cross-border carbon trading | [ Slgnlfica nce o R
n members.
\'_’/ among BRICS members @ Advances climate cooperation within the Global
South.
_A Capacity building, technology and $ @ Helps mobilise climate finance at a larger scale.
T I knowledge sharing. ? @ Creates a credible and inclusive carbon market ecosystem.
N 3
. . y, - | | t
Qﬂ Mobilising finance for low-carbon and - ‘ ® zﬂfgg&?&g Egzt:::r:ig;omh and E R E e
&y climate-resilient development. | N n )
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